Drug use in trauma victims.
We examined the prevalence and characteristics of drug use in a large sample of fatally and nonfatally injured trauma victims. Routinely collected urine specimens from 452 emergency room patients and 160 persons autopsied at the Medical Examiner's Office (MEO) were analyzed for the presence of marijuana, cocaine, opiates and benzodiazepines using EMIT enzyme immunoassays. Blood alcohol levels were also measured. Tests were positive for at least one drug in 40.3% of the ER and 18.7% of the MEO samples. Marijuana was the most commonly detected drug in both groups. Specimens were more likely to be positive in younger persons and in males, and in victims of assaults and traffic accidents. Alcohol was present in the blood in more than one third of ER and MEO samples. Only 39.8% of ER samples and 52.3% of MEO samples were negative for both alcohol and drugs.